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I. HISTORIC NARRATIVE OF PROJECT AREA 
 
This narrative is a general history of the Project Area.  Histories and descriptions for specific 
historic properties follow. 
 
Eighteenth Century 
 

The majority of the project area was once part of Springton Manor. The manor was one of eight 
large tracts of land in todayôs Chester County that William Penn set aside for family members. 
The following map identifies these manors; Springton Manor is #1 on the map. 
 

 
 

Map 1. Manors in Chester County, adapted from Wallace Township Historical Atlas: A Collection of Local Maps 
1692-1998, p. 4. Springton Manor is shaded.  
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As it turned out, Pennôs descendants decided to spend their lives in England, not settle here. 
By the mid-18th century, immigrants began to settle on the manors. The earliest warrants were 
issued to settlers in the 1740s. A map dated 1788 identifies the warrants and the early settlers 
on each parcel. The relevant portion of the map is reproduced below, with the subject tract 
shaded.  
 

 
 

Map 2. Detail of the 1788 Springton Manor map, showing the early settlers. Properties south and west of the 
heavy line were within Springton Manor.  
 
 

The study area, and the entire Springton Manor, was located within Nantmeal Township when 
it was formed in 1722. In 1739, Nantmeal Township was divided into East and West Nantmeal 
Townships, and the study area (along with the entire Manor) was located in West Nantmeal 
Township. In 1789, Honey Brook Township was carved out of West Nantmeal Township, and it 
incorporated part of the western reaches of Springton Manor. The bulk of the Manor, and the 

N 
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entire study area, remained in West Nantmeal Township until Wallace Township was formed in 
1852.1  
 
The roads in the study area are quite old. Conestoga Road (todayôs Little Conestoga Road) 
was laid out in 1738. Devereux Road was laid out in 1769 to provide access to a mill (#44). The 
course of the original road (later slightly modified) is shown on page 7 of the booklet Wallace 
Township Historical Atlas: A Collection of Local Maps 1692-1998. In 1771 todayôs Marshall 
Road was laid out from McConcheeôs Mill (later Springton Mills) to Milford Mill. In 1827, 
Chalfont Road2 was laid out from the ñWallace Schoolò (#30) to Milford Mills. In the 20th 
century, the roadbed of Little Conestoga Road was altered, and a portion of Marshall and 
Chalfont Roads was incorporated into Little Conestoga Road, forming its current course.  
 
The Painter & Bowen Map of 1847 shows the study area just prior to the establishment of 
Wallace Township.  
 

  
 

Map 3. Detail of Samuel M. Painter and John S. Bowen, Map of Chester County, From Original Surveys, 1847. 
This map was small, and West Nantmeal Township had a dark color; these two factors make reproduction of the 
map difficult. Levi H. Crouse operated the Wallace Inn, Store, and Post Office, and his entire property was colored 
on the original map.  
 

                                                 
1
 J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert Cope, History of Chester County, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 

1881), p. 186. See also Wallace Township Historical Atlas, pp. 4-13.  
2
 Chalfont Road is sometimes spelled ñChalfant Road,ò after the local Chalfant family who used to live there.   
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Wallace Township was formed in 1852. The previous year, the state legislature authorized the 
establishment of a road from Downingtown to the Conestoga Turnpike. Although a state road, 
township residents were called upon to pay for its construction. Opposition to the road project 
from residents of the north part of West Nantmeal Township was based on their refusal to pay 
for a road that would only benefit the south part of the Township. A diagonal line was drawn 
through West Nantmeal Township, and the portion southeast of the line became Wallace 
Township. The new township was initially named Springton Township, since its original 
boundary was so similar to (but not coterminous with) that of Springton Manor. However, in 
1853 the residents applied to the Legislature to have the township named after the village of 
Wallace.  
 

 
 

Map 4. Detail of D.J. Lake and S.N. Beers, Map of the Vicinity of Philadelphia, 1860. Note that the East 
Brandywine and Waynesburg Railroad was under construction at the time the map was printed.  
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The major transportation event of the 19th century was the arrival of the railroad. The legislature 
incorporated a railroad company in 1854 to run track from Downingtown to Waynesburg 
(todayôs Honey Brook Borough). The name of the railroad was the East Brandywine and 
Waynesburg Railroad. The company sold stock to raise capital, and by 1860 the track was 
being laid through Wallace Township. The railroad opened new markets for local farmers and 
businesses. John Cornog, owner of the William Ferguson property, local businessman and 
president of the railroad company, began to quarry stone on his property and ship it by rail to 
the new construction taking place on the Main Line. Local farmers formed a creamery 
association and began to ship large quantities of dairy products to Philadelphia. Over time, 
Philadelphia merchants began to contract with farmers in Wallace Township for produce; 
some, such as Adam McQueen, purchased farms outright and rented the land to tenants.  
 

 
 

Map 5. Detail of A.R. Witmer, Atlas of Chester County, Pennsylvania, From Actual Surveys, 1873. The subject 
tract is shaded.  
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Another result of the train line was the settling of wealthy Philadelphians in Wallace 
Township. Cornog Station was used by James Steele, John Wanamaker, and John 
Patterson, who lived along Devereux Road. These summer manors were sold during the 
1920s and 1930s, and in the 1930s became incorporated into the local Devereux school, 
which is adjacent to parts of the subject tract.   
 

 
 

Map 6. Detail of Forsey Breou, Breouôs Original Series of Farm Maps of Chester County, Pennsylvania, 1883. 
Shaded properties indicate the development area.  
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Map 7. Detail of the Franklin Survey Atlas of Chester County, 1934, with the subject tract shaded.  
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II. HISTORY AND PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:  
SUBJECT TRACT PROPERTIES 

 

The following pages provide a physical description and history for the properties comprising 
the subject tract (shown in red below), then historic resources within 500 feet of the subject 
tract (shown in green), with a brief description on the Glenmoore Historic District (partially 
shown in blue).  
 

 
 

Map 8. Detail of the tax parcel map. Red properties comprise the subject tract. Properties within 500 feet of the 
subject tract with identified historic resources are indicated in green. The Glenmoore Historic District, and 
specifically those properties within 500 feet of the subject tract, is shown in blue.  
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A. WILLIAM FERGUSON FARM (# 036)  
 

 
 

Photo 1. William Ferguson Farmhouse, facing northwest.  
 

The subject tract is comprised of ten tax parcels in east central Wallace Township. The 
parcels are located on both sides of Marshall Road in the area between Creek and Little 
Conestoga Roads. The Greenfield property totals 277 acres, and the Quarry property is 61 
acres, for a total of 338 acres. Map 2 illustrates parcels in the subject tract. As of the writing 
of this report, the Quarry property (31-4-143) had not been transferred to the Greenfield 
family ownership.  
 

Identification 
Address 801 Marshall Road  
Owners Albert M. Greenfield Jr. and Barbara L. Greenfield 
Tax Parcel 31-4-84 etal. 
Historic Name William Ferguson Farm  
Historic # 036 
Classification 1 
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Location 
The subject tract is located along Marshall Road between the intersections with Creek and 
Little Conestoga Roads. The property is mainly located north of Marshall Road. The 
topography of the property is rolling, with a gentle slope down to the southwest. A tributary of 
the Brandywine begins just north of the property and flows south and then southeast on its way 
to the Brandywine. The highest point of the property is near its north corner, with another small 
hill near the southeast point just west of Chalfont Road. The southwest boundary of the 
property is the lowest in elevation, especially near the south point. Here, the former Cornog 
quarry operations carved a U-shaped cut into the hillside, surrounded on three sides by a 100 
foot cliff. 
 
The property is moderately wooded. After farming operations ceased in the 1950s, trees were 
planted throughout the property, leaving open spaces throughout. This includes an area east of 
the farmhouse and a large area south of Marshall Road. A Penn Oak is located on the west 
side of Chalfont Road, and a historic tulip tree is located west of the farmstead. The Penn Oak 
is mentioned on page 75 of the book Pennôs Woods.  
 
The subject tract includes the historic Ferguson farmstead north of Marshall Road, a barn and 
schoolhouse on Little Conestoga Road, and a tenant house on Marshall Road. The farmstead 
is not visible from Marshall Road due to the heavy vegetation. A narrow dirt farm lane leads 
north from Marshall Road to the farmstead, then turns and runs east to Little Conestoga Road. 
The farmhouse, which is Wallace Historic Resource #036, is the centerpiece of the farmstead 
and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Other historic resources in the 
farmstead include a modified wagon shed, a barn ruin, old house ruin, and a stone wall system 
(the latter a minor landscape feature). In this report, the farmstead with its individual historic 
resources will be described first, followed by the tenant house, schoolhouse, and barn.  
 
 

Statement of Significance 
The farmstead was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1979. It is significant 
as the home of Edward Hunter, a 19th century leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints (Mormon) movement and thus a man of national significance. The property, which 
also contains a commemorative rock, continues to be a well-known Mormon pilgrimage 
location. The farmhouse remains much as it appeared during Hunterôs ownership. It is also 
significant as the home of the local economic leader John Cornog, who owned the nearby 
quarry, the township forge, and played a major role in the construction of a railroad through 
the township. The railroad station was named ñCornog Stationò in his honor, and the 
surrounding community was called Cornog in the late 19th century. In the first half of the 
twentieth century, the property was used for a dairying operation, which ceased when Albert 
and Barbara Greenfield purchased the property in 1957. 
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Map 9. Greenfield Tract. The National Register boundary is within heavy line.  
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Historical Overview 
 
Settlement and Early Development 
The property is located within the bounds of Springton Manor, which William Penn had set 
aside for his family. Pennôs family never settled in the Manor, however. In the early 18th 
century, European settlers began settlement in the Manor. William Ferguson settled on this 
parcel around 1741, the first year in which he paid township taxes. In that year, Ferguson is 
thought to have constructed the core of the farmhouse. Ferguson also owned land in Sadsbury 
and West Caln Townships. Around 1760, Ferguson constructed an addition to the north side of 
the farmhouse. Later in the decade, Ferguson sold the property to John Thompson. After 
Thompsonôs death, his widow applied for a warrant and patent; the property was designated 
Tract No. 24 of Springton Manor. Elizabeth Thompson and the executor of her husbandôs 
estate obtained a patent for the property in 1774.3 Within two years, the executor, William 
Moore, was in possession of the property. Moore was a merchant in Reading, and it is unclear 
if he lived on the property. Moore owned the property for 30 years. 
 
Nineteenth Century 
The Fisher family purchased the property from Moore in 1806 and owned it until 1828. Philip 
Fisher, a Yeoman farmer of Uwchlan Township, paid £1,380 for the 226-acre tract in 1806. 
After owning it for seven years, Philip Fisher sold the property to John Fisher (relationship not 
determined). After John Fisherôs death, the property was partitioned and sold in 1828.  
 
In 1828, Edward Hunter purchased the William Ferguson property and owned it until 1842. 
Hunter was the first of two important 19th century owners of the property. He purchased a tract 
of 170 acres from the estate of John Fisher and later purchased small adjoining parcels. Hunter 
constructed the east section of the main block of the house and is thought to have been 
responsible for moving the door of the original section slightly to the east for a balanced main 
elevation.  
 
Hunter is best known for his connection to early Mormonism. Just before he purchased the 
farm, a school house standing on the property burned down. Hunter built the current school on 
its location, with the caveat that the building would be open for use by any denomination for 
worship on weekends. When Joseph Smith, the founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, preached in the area, Hunter defended his right to speak in the school 
house. Hunter became a Mormon himself in 1840, and in 1842 he sold the property and moved 
to a Mormon settlement in Nauvoo, Illinois. After the Mormons moved to Salt Lake City, Hunter 
was installed as one of their earliest bishops and played a major role in the movement.  
 
John Cornog, the second significant owner, purchased Hunterôs property in 1842 and owned it 
until 1885. Cornog was a brother-in-law of Hunter (the two men married women who were 
sisters). Cornog was an important local businessman. He was the owner of the Springton 
Forge southwest of the study area and opened quarries on the south side of Marshall Road. He 

                                                 
3
 Although it has been reported that William Ferguson received a warrant for the property in 1753, the index to 

warrants at the State Archives does not include it. Ferguson did receive warrants for two tracts of land in 
Sadsbury Township. The patent to Elizabeth Thompson is located in Patent Book AA 15, page 35 and mentions 
that William Ferguson sold his interest in the property to John Thompson.  
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lobbied for years to have a railroad constructed through the township, and when it was finally 
built in 1861, he was elected the first President of the Waynesburg Railroad. A train station was 
constructed on his land, which was named Cornogôs Station. From this station, local goods 
were shipped to markets in Philadelphia, including goods produced at Springton Forge. In 
1885, the First National Bank of Honey Brook foreclosed on Cornogôs property of 289 acres. 
 
Twentieth Century 
The property became a dairy farm after Cornog lost the title. The Bank sold the property in 
1886 but was forced to reclaim it again in 1891. During the period of the bank ownership, the 
barn just west of the farmhouse burned. Harry T.A. Rhodewalt purchased the farm in 1906 and 
owned it until 1927. He converted the wagon shed into a milking parlor and installed milking 
stanchions rather than building a new barn. In 1927, Henry D. Downing purchased the farm 
and continued the dairy operation until he sold the property to Albert M. Greenfield Jr. and his 
wife Barbara L. Greenfield in 1957. Early in their ownership, the Greenfields renovated the 
wagon shed and lived there while renovating the farmhouse. In 1979, a portion of the property 
was listed on the National Register, and soon thereafter the Greenfields constructed the rear 
addition on the farmhouse. Albert Greenfield, who planted thousands of trees on the property, 
died in 2005; his widow Barbara continues to reside on the property.  
 

Chain of Title ï William Ferguson Farm / Greenfield Tract (030, 036, 037) 
 
Deed Book/Page 
Date 

Grantor Grantee Consideration 
Acreage 

Description 

Y28-696-335 
1/15/1957 

Henry D. Downing, 
widower 

Albert M. 
Greenfield Jr. & 
Barbara L. 
Greenfield 

$55,000 
207.238 acres 

All that certain messuage and tract of 
land. Elizabeth N. Downing had died 
on 3/7/1946. Part of the following 
property.  

O-17-411-13 
5/20/1927 

Harry T.A. & 
Elizabeth S. 
Rhodewalt of West 
Nantmeal Twp.  

Elizabeth N. & 
Henry D. Downing 
of Wallace Twp.  

$1 
213.581 acres 

All that certain messuage and tract of 
land. Part of the following property.  

E13-302-371 
11/15/1906 

First National Bank 
of Honey Brook 

Harry T.A. 
Rhodewalt of 
Wallace Twp.  

$12,929.90 
287 acres 

All that messuage and three tracts of 
land: one of 253 acres, 70 perches; 
one of 2 acres, 79 perches; and one 
of 31 acres, 64 perches. Same 
property as the following.  

V10-243-155 
2/6/1891 

John L. & Maria N. 
Welsh of 
Philadelphia 

First National 
Bank of Honey 
Brook 

$19,000 
287 acres 

All that messuage and three tracts of 
land. Same as the following property.  

R10-239-466 
9/16/1890 

Thompson C. & 
Ella B. Gill of 
Philadelphia 

John L. Welsh of 
Philadelphia 

$20,000 
287 acres 

All that messuage and plantation or 
tract of land with the buildings and 
improvements thereon erected. 
Same as the following property, 
though the acreage is slightly 
different.  
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Chain of Title ï William Ferguson Farm, continued 
 
Deed Book/Page 
Date 

Grantor Grantee Consideration 
Acreage 

Description 

D10-226-200 
7/17/1886 

First National 
Bank of Honey 
Brook 

Thompson C. Gill, 
Merchant of 
Philadelphia 

$20,000 
288 acres 

All that messuage, Plantation of 
tract of land with the buildings and 
improvements thereon erected. 
Same as the following property, 
though the acreage is slightly 
different.  

Sheriff Deed 
Book 9-213 
10/29/1885 

John Cornog of 
Wallace Twp.  

First National 
Bank of Honey 
Brook  

$1 
289 acres 

All that messuage and tract of land. 
Deed includes the bulk of the 
following property.  

U4-92-484 
4/1/1842 

Edward & Ann 
Hunter of West 
Nantmeal Twp. 

John Cornog of 
West Whiteland 
Twp.  

$12,735.23 
253 acres, 70 
perches 

All that messuage and Plantation or 
Tract of Land. The house in 
question was located on the 
following property.  

A4-73-235 
3/31/1828 

John Fisher Estate 
(late of Franklin 
County, Pa.) 

Edward Hunter, 
Yeoman of 
Newtown 

$4,645.26 
170 acres, 135 
perches 

All that certain tract of land. Part of 
the following property.  

M3-60-455 
3/15/1813 

Philip & Mary 
Fisher of Uwchlan 
Twp. 

John Fisher, 
Farmer of West 
Nantmeal Twp. 

£1,400 
226 acres 

All that certain messuage 
Plantation tract or parcel of Land. 
Same as the following.  

A4-73-236 
4/5/1806 

William & Mary 
Moore of Reading, 
Pa. 

Philip Fisher, 
Yeoman of 
Uwchlan Twp. 

£1,380 
226 acres 

All that messuage, plantation or 
tract or parcel of land. This deed 
was not recorded until 4/1/1828. 
Same property as the following.  

V-20-522 
9/23/1776 

John & Elizabeth 
Waddle of West 
Nantmeal Twp. 

William Moore, 
Merchant of 
Reading Pa. 

£600 
226 acres 

Same as the following property.  

[Not Recorded] 
12/30/1775 

John Thompson 
Estate 

John Waddle 226 acres Same as the following property.  

Patent Book AA 
15-35 
12/20/1774 

Thomas Penn and 
John Penn, 
Proprietors  

John Thompson 
Estate 

£432 
226 acres 

A Tract of Land é being Lott 
Number twenty four in our 
Manoréò The property was named 
ñDelight.ò  

 
 

Historic Maps showing the property (see Maps on pages 10-16) 
 

1847 Not Indicated 

1860 John Cornog 

1873 Jn. Cornog Res.  

1883 John Cornog 

1934 Henry Downing etux.  
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Site Plan: Ferguson Farm (Farmstead) 
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WILLIAM FERGUSON FARMHOUSE, 801 MARSHALL ROAD 
 

 
 
Photo 2. William Ferguson Farmhouse, main elevation, facing north.  

 

Farmhouse Description 
The farmhouse is a two-story Federal style 
building consisting of four sections: a c. 1740 
core, a c. 1750 rear shed addition, a c. 1835 
addition, and a c. 1980 section. The core, 
constructed by William Ferguson, and the c. 1835 
section, constructed by Edward Hunter, form the 
main block of the farmhouse; the c. 1750 addition 
is a shed-roofed ell section. These oldest three 
sections are stone. The Greenfield family 
constructed a one-story section with a cupola on 
the rear of the farmhouse in the 1980s. (See the 
site plan to the right.)  
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Main Block ï South Elevation 
The main block of the farmhouse is the two-story stone portion facing roughly south. It has an 
end-gabled roof clad with wood shingles. A large rectangular stone chimney is located on each 
end wall; the chimney on the west end is slightly south of the ridge. The main block has a 
molded cornice with a decorative frieze motif. The walls are rubble stone. Markings indicate 
that the core was originally a two-story, two-bay building with the door in the east bay. The 
house originally featured a pent roof, as evidenced by the remnants of pent arms between the 
first and second floor.  
 
The c. 1835 end addition has four bays on the second floor but just three on the first; at the 
time of the c. 1835 construction, the coreôs original door was converted into a window. All 
windows have pegged window frames; the sashes are mostly early 19-century, 6x6 double 
hung sash units. The door in the center of the first floor has a Greek Revival ñfull transomò 
extending above the sidelights and door; an undulating muntin system divides the transom into 
small panes. The sidelights consist of three rectangular panes over a recessed panel on each 
side of the door, a thick unit dating to the mid-19th century featuring two tall vertical panels. The 
main block has a stone foundation. A two-tiered terrace is located south of the elevation.  
 

 
 

Photo 3. West end wall of farmhouse. Rear ell (left) and core (right).  
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Main Block ï West End wall 
The west end wall of the main block extends from a column of quoins south of the center of the 
elevation to the southwest corner of the building. The end wall was constructed of rubble stone. 
The windows were constructed in the typical 18th century fashion, with the first and second floor 
windows aligned near the corners and the attic windows set in towards the center. Attic 
windows are 3x6 sash units flanking the chimney. The second floor has a single 6x6 window 
near the southwest corner. On the first floor, a small 2x2 window is located north of the center 
and a 6x6 south of the center. At the time of the c. 1835 addition, the end wall was raised in 
height, with the result that the chimney, originally centered, is now located south of the ridge.  
 

 
 

Photo 4. South (left) and east (right) elevations of main block.  
 

Main Block ï East End Wall 
The east end wall of the main block is the end wall of the c. 1835 end addition. It was 
constructed of rubble stone. The attic level has two narrow 2x2 windows flanking the chimney. 
No windows are located on the second floor. The first floor has a 6x6 and a 6x9 window near 
the corners.  
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Main Block ï North Elevation 
Only the second floor of the main block is visible on the north elevation due to the presence of 
the rear ell and rear addition. The seam in the main block between the core and the c. 1835 
end addition is clear. Three 6x6 windows are visible on the second floor, the westernmost of 
which is a landing window slightly lower in elevation than the two to the east.  
 

 
 

Photo 5. East elevation of farmhouse. Visible sections are the c. 1835 end addition (left), the rear ell (right rear), 
and the 1980s rear addition (right foreground).  
 

Rear Ell 
The rear ell is a shed-roofed (or half-gable) addition thought to date to c. 1750. This shape is a 
rare yet vernacular building shape. It was constructed of rubble stone similar in appearance to 
the core but with smaller quoins. The shed roof drains water to the east; it features a large 
stone chimney roughly centered on its west wall and a smaller brick chimney along the north 
wall. The west wall is aligned with the west end of the core. This elevation appears as a three-
story, three-bay section with 3x6 windows on the attic level and 6x6 on the lower floors. Six-
paneled doors open under three-light transoms in the north two bays. The north elevation is 
mostly a solid stone wall, with a single 6x6 window centered on the first floor. The east 
elevation has two 6x6 windows arranged symmetrically on the second floor. As with the main 
block, the section has a stone foundation.  
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Photo 6. North elevation of farmhouse. Visible sections: c. 1835 rear addition (left background), 1980s rear 
addition (foreground), and rear ell (right).  
 

Rear Addition (c. 1980) 
The rear addition is a one-story section constructed by the Greenfield family. The section is 
generally rectangular, although the east end is octagonal and extends past the east end wall of 
the main block. It has a nearly flat roof with a centered octagonal cupola clad with wood 
shingles and featuring a four-light window on each face. The walls of the section are composed 
of nine multi-light window units and two doors; each window unit and door has a transom. A 
double door is located on the east end, and the other door is located in the bay adjacent to the 
rear ell. The wall space under the window units has a rubble stone veneer.  
 
Interior 
The first floor of the farmhouse was inspected. The interior has an irregular floorplan, the result 
of its many additions. The core was constructed as a single room house (known as the Hall 
Plan). Beaded joists (formerly covered with plaster) form the ceiling. The walls are plastered 
and include a chair rail and baseboard molding. A kitchen hearth is centered on the west wall.  
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Photo 7. Kitchen hearth in core, facing west.  

 

 
 

Photo 8. South room of c. 1835 addition, facing east.  
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The c. 1835 end addition has a side hall plan, with a center hall along the east end wall of the 
core. The center hall leads from the front door to a rear door (opening into the rear addition). 
Elements of the center hall include a formal staircase to the second floor and Greek Revival-
inspired frames for the doors leading into the rooms in the ends of the main block. The east 
end of the end addition is partitioned into two rooms. Each room has a plastered ceiling and 
walls and a fireplace centered on the east wall with a late 19th century stone mantle.  
 
The rear ell is divided into two spaces. The room to the south is the current kitchen and is 
serves as a connection among most first floor rooms. A hearth is located on the west wall, and 
the boxed winder stairs are located on the north wall. North of the current kitchen is a room 
accessible only from the exterior. This space served as the kitchen earlier in the buildingôs 
history. A bake oven is located on the north wall.  
 

Wagon Shed (Ferguson Farmstead)  
The wagon shed is a building complex located west of the farmhouse. The farm lane separates 
the two buildings. The wagon shed consists of a long rectangular core with a front end-gabled 
roof, a shed addition on the north elevation, and a two-story chicken house in the northwest 
corner. The building was converted into a residence in the 1950s. The enclosed porch was 
constructed in the 1970s.  
  

 
 

Photo 9. Wagon shed, facing southwest. Visible sections are the core (gabled section on left), enclosed porch 
(foreground, with skylights), and chicken house section (far right).  
 

The core is a long one-story section. Its front end gabled roof is clad with wood shingles. Near 
the center of the section is a large stone chimney added by the Greenfield family. The end 
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wallsô attic areas are clad with clapboards. The walls are stone, with the western half stuccoed. 
A band of paired windows with shutters runs along the south elevation. A frame vestibule is 
located on the east end.  
 
An enclosed porch is located along the north wall of the core. It has a shed roof with a series of 
low pyramidal-roofed skylights. The walls are rubble stone with window bands and a door on 
the east and north elevations.  
 
A two-story section is located in the northwest corner of the building. This section, originally the 
chicken house, has a wood shingled roof with a parallel ridge to the core. Its walls are 
clapboard on the second floor and stuccoed on the first.  
 

 
 

Photo 10. Wagon shed, facing south. Visible sections are the enclosed porch (left with skylights), the core 
(background with chimney), and chicken house section (two-story section on right).  
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Photo 11. Interior of east room of wagon shed, facing west from the entrance.  
 

Interior 
The interior of the wagon shed has been partitioned into several rooms. The main entrance on 
the east end opens into a living room with a cathedral ceiling open to the rafters above. A stone 
wall forms the west end of the living room and includes a large fireplace. North of the fireplace 
is a door leading into the rear of the building, where a hall runs down the center of the building. 
Bedrooms and bathrooms are located on each side of the hall. The chicken house section and 
the enclosed porch are single room spaces. 
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Barn Ruin 
The barn ruin is located northwest of the wagon shed. The barn is reported to have burned 
down in 1901. (To continue dairy operations, the wagon shed was converted into a barn and 
filled with milking stanchions. The stanchions were removed when the building was adapted for 
the Greenfieldôs residence in the mid-1950s.) Much of its stone foundation wall remains as a 
rectangular indentation in the sloping hillside. The stone foundation wall has started to collapse 
in its northeast corner. A conical stone pillar, formerly the outer support for the forebay, 
remains as a freestanding element northwest of the wagon shed. On the higher ground north of 
the barn ruin is a round, stone-lined depression indicating the location of the barnôs historic silo.  
 
Associated with the barn ruin is a large stone barnyard wall. This dominant L-shaped element 
encloses a space south of the barn ruin and west of the wagon shed. The stone wall reaches a 
height of 15 feet and is a dominant landscape feature on the property. It is two feet thick. A 
stone buttress was constructed along the west stretch of the wall. The barn yard wall frames a 
large rectangular swimming pool.  
 

 
 

Photo 12. Barn ruin, facing southwest from the site of the bridge. Note the barn yard wall in the background.  
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Photo 13. Barn yard wall with conical stone pillar element of the former barn in foreground.  

 

 
 

Photo 14. Stone silo foundation, facing west.  
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Photo 15. Barnyard wall, facing east. Note the buttress.  
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Photo 16. Stone ruin, facing east. 
 

Stone ruin 
 

The stone ruin is located west of the yellow frame building in the William Ferguson 
Farmstead. It was constructed into the sloping hillside, and in fact the hill is quite steep east 
of the ruin. The building was described by Jane Davidson in the National Register nomination 
as an earlier house on the property.  
 
The ruin was a rectangular stone building. It was likely a former residence, as its size is far 
larger than most springhouses and it is not associated with water courses. No evidence of a 
chimney was visible, though it could have been located on the completely collapsed south 
end wall. Cutouts for windows and doors are clearly visible, as are indications of locations for 
the former floor joists and vestiges of interior plaster work on the side walls.  
 
 

Frame Shed (noncontributing) 
North of the barn ruin is a three-part frame shed. The largest section is a one-story, two-bay 
building with two Dutch doors on the main (north) elevation. A smaller one-story, three-bay 
section was constructed on the west end of the building on a lower grade; it has a corrugated 
tin roof and what appears to be painted plywood walls. South of the latter section is a section 
with a gabled roof clad with wood shingles. The building has a stone foundation.  
 



 
WM FERGUSON FARM HISTORIC RESOURCE IMPACT STUDY ï PART II PAGE 31  

 VALHALLA BRANDYWINE DEVELOPMENT (10/7/2008) 
 

 

 

 

B. TENANT HOUSE, 780 MARSHALL ROAD (# 037) 
 

 
 

Photo 17. Tenant House, facing southeast.  

 

Identification 
Address 780 Marshall Road  
Owners Albert M. Greenfield Jr. and Barbara L. Greenfield  
Tax Parcel 31-4-144 
Historic Name Tenant House  
Historic # 037 
Classification 1 
Date of construction c. 1750 

 
Location 
The Tenant House is located on the south side of Marshall Road, southwest of the William 
Ferguson Farmstead and just west of the intersection with Little Conestoga Road. The land 
drains to the southwest, and a pond is located on the southern part of the tax parcel. The 
parcel is lightly wooded.  
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Statement of Significance 
The tenant house is a contributing resource in the William Ferguson Farm, which was listed on 
the National Register on 4/10/1980.  
 
Historical Overview 
This house has been associated with the William Ferguson Farm since the 18th century. It is 
difficult to document the building because it has been on the same property as the William 
Ferguson house throughout its history. It appears likely that the tenant house was constructed 
closer in the middle of the 18th century. The walls of the core were raised to a second floor 
later, and eventually an addition (the most visible element) was constructed along Marshall 
Road. Edward Hunter (1793-1883) recorded in his diary that John Johnson was his tenant 
farmer.4 The tenant house was associated with the later owners of the surrounding farm, 
including John Cornog (1842-1885), Harry T.A. Rhodewalt (1906-1927), Henry D. Downing 
(1927-1957), and Albert Greenfield (since 1957).  

 

 
 

Photo 18. Tenant House, north section, facing southwest.  

 

                                                 
4
 William E. Hunter, Edward Hunter: Faithful Steward (Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1970), p. 37.  
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Resource Description 
 
The house is located just off Marshall Road, south of the William Ferguson House (#036). It is 
composed of two sections: the core and the north section. (See site plan.) 
 
The north section is visible from Marshall Road. It is the smaller of the two sections. The two-
story, two-bay section is a ñhall planò house, with a single room on its two major floors. Its end-
gabled roof is clad with standing seam tin. A stuccoed chimney is located near the west end of 
the ridge. The building has a molded cornice with returns on the end walls. The walls are 
stucco over stone. Windows are 6x6 units with two-paneled shutters (historic sashes if not 
original). The main (north) elevation has two bays. The entrance is located in the east bay; a 
thick paneled door opens under a shed-roofed hood clad with standing seam tin. The east end 
wall has two windows on the attic level and second floor, and one window on the first floor. The 
west end wall has two attic windows and a single window on the two main floors. The stucco 
over stone foundation has a wide batten basement door on the west elevation.  
 
The core is the section on the south elevation of the north section. It is a two-story, three-bay 
section constructed on a lower grade than the north section and with a lower ridge. The roof is 
clad with standing seam tin and features a large stone chimney on the south end of the ridge. 
The section has a simple bargeboard. Its walls are rubble stone, with clapboards on the attic 
level of the east and west walls. This attic level was added, as evidenced by diagonal seams 
on the south end wall. Fenestration is mostly asymmetrical. The main (west) elevation has a 
paired 4x4 window centered and a single four-light window on the attic level and a thick 
paneled door flanked by 6x6 windows on the first floor. A stone porch in front of the door is four 
feet above ground level and appears to have been the location of a historic well. The section 
has a stone foundation.  
 
The south end wall is mostly solid stone. A four-light attic window is located slightly off center to 
the east to accommodate the chimney. The basement level has a batten door and a four-light 
window; above this floor level is a marking indicating that an addition was once located off the 
south end wall. A stone wall system south and east of the section may have been the 
foundation of the former addition.  
 
The east wall is the historic ñrearò of the core. It has two 4x4 windows on the attic level and a 
single four-light window. The main floor has two 6x6 double hung sash windows, arranged 
symmetrically. On the basement level, a door leads into the enclosure formed by the stone wall 
system; north of this door is a four-light basement window.  
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Photo 19. Tenant House, east (left) and south (right) elevations, facing northeast. The addition is located on the 
left and core in the foreground.  

 

 
 

Photo 20. Tenant House, facing northwest. The core (foreground) and north addition (background). Note the third 
floor framing and additional stonework on the core to provide living space.  

 


