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I. HISTORIC NARRATIVE OF PROJECT AREA 
 
This narrative is a general history of the Project Area.  Histories and descriptions for specific 
historic properties follow. 
 
Eighteenth Century 
 

The majority of the project area was once part of Springton Manor. The manor was one of eight 
large tracts of land in todayôs Chester County that William Penn set aside for family members. 
The following map identifies these manors; Springton Manor is #1 on the map. 
 

 
 

Map 1. Manors in Chester County, adapted from Wallace Township Historical Atlas: A Collection of Local Maps 
1692-1998, p. 4. Springton Manor is shaded.  
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As it turned out, Pennôs descendants decided to spend their lives in England, not settle here. 
By the mid-18th century, immigrants began to settle on the manors. The earliest warrants were 
issued to settlers in the 1740s. A map dated 1788 identifies the warrants and the early settlers 
on each parcel. The relevant portion of the map is reproduced below, with the subject tract 
shaded.  
 

 
 

Map 2. Detail of the 1788 Springton Manor map, showing the early settlers. Properties south and west of the 
heavy line were within Springton Manor.  
 
 

The study area, and the entire Springton Manor, was located within Nantmeal Township when 
it was formed in 1722. In 1739, Nantmeal Township was divided into East and West Nantmeal 
Townships, and the study area (along with the entire Manor) was located in West Nantmeal 
Township. In 1789, Honey Brook Township was carved out of West Nantmeal Township, and it 
incorporated part of the western reaches of Springton Manor. The bulk of the Manor, and the 

N 
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entire study area, remained in West Nantmeal Township until Wallace Township was formed in 
1852.1  
 
The roads in the study area are quite old. Conestoga Road (todayôs Little Conestoga Road) 
was laid out in 1738. Devereux Road was laid out in 1769 to provide access to a mill (#44). The 
course of the original road (later slightly modified) is shown on page 7 of the booklet Wallace 
Township Historical Atlas: A Collection of Local Maps 1692-1998. In 1771 todayôs Marshall 
Road was laid out from McConcheeôs Mill (later Springton Mills) to Milford Mill. In 1827, 
Chalfont Road2 was laid out from the ñWallace Schoolò (#30) to Milford Mills. In the 20th 
century, the roadbed of Little Conestoga Road was altered, and a portion of Marshall and 
Chalfont Roads was incorporated into Little Conestoga Road, forming its current course.  
 
The Painter & Bowen Map of 1847 shows the study area just prior to the establishment of 
Wallace Township.  
 

  
 

Map 3. Detail of Samuel M. Painter and John S. Bowen, Map of Chester County, From Original Surveys, 1847. 
This map was small, and West Nantmeal Township had a dark color; these two factors make reproduction of the 
map difficult. Levi H. Crouse operated the Wallace Inn, Store, and Post Office, and his entire property was colored 
on the original map.  
 

                                                 
1
 J. Smith Futhey and Gilbert Cope, History of Chester County, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 

1881), p. 186. See also Wallace Township Historical Atlas, pp. 4-13.  
2
 Chalfont Road is sometimes spelled ñChalfant Road,ò after the local Chalfant family who used to live there.   
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Wallace Township was formed in 1852. The previous year, the state legislature authorized the 
establishment of a road from Downingtown to the Conestoga Turnpike. Although a state road, 
township residents were called upon to pay for its construction. Opposition to the road project 
from residents of the north part of West Nantmeal Township was based on their refusal to pay 
for a road that would only benefit the south part of the Township. A diagonal line was drawn 
through West Nantmeal Township, and the portion southeast of the line became Wallace 
Township. The new township was initially named Springton Township, since its original 
boundary was so similar to (but not coterminous with) that of Springton Manor. However, in 
1853 the residents applied to the Legislature to have the township named after the village of 
Wallace.  
 

 
 

Map 4. Detail of D.J. Lake and S.N. Beers, Map of the Vicinity of Philadelphia, 1860. Note that the East 
Brandywine and Waynesburg Railroad was under construction at the time the map was printed.  
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The major transportation event of the 19th century was the arrival of the railroad. The legislature 
incorporated a railroad company in 1854 to run track from Downingtown to Waynesburg 
(todayôs Honey Brook Borough). The name of the railroad was the East Brandywine and 
Waynesburg Railroad. The company sold stock to raise capital, and by 1860 the track was 
being laid through Wallace Township. The railroad opened new markets for local farmers and 
businesses. John Cornog, owner of the William Ferguson property, local businessman and 
president of the railroad company, began to quarry stone on his property and ship it by rail to 
the new construction taking place on the Main Line. Local farmers formed a creamery 
association and began to ship large quantities of dairy products to Philadelphia. Over time, 
Philadelphia merchants began to contract with farmers in Wallace Township for produce; 
some, such as Adam McQueen, purchased farms outright and rented the land to tenants.  
 

 
 

Map 5. Detail of A.R. Witmer, Atlas of Chester County, Pennsylvania, From Actual Surveys, 1873. The subject 
tract is shaded.  
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Another result of the train line was the settling of wealthy Philadelphians in Wallace 
Township. Cornog Station was used by James Steele, John Wanamaker, and John 
Patterson, who lived along Devereux Road. These summer manors were sold during the 
1920s and 1930s, and in the 1930s became incorporated into the local Devereux school, 
which is adjacent to parts of the subject tract.   
 

 
 

Map 6. Detail of Forsey Breou, �%�U�H�R�X�¶�V���2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���6�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���)�D�U�P���0�D�S�V���R�I���&�K�H�V�W�H�U���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����3�H�Q�Q�V�\�O�Y�D�Q�L�D�� 1883. 
Shaded properties indicate the development area.  
 

 


