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|. HISTORIC NARRATIVE OF PROJECT AREA

This narrative is a general history of the Project Area. Histories and descriptions for specific
historic properties follow.

Eighteenth Century

The majority of the project area was once part of Springton Manor. The manor was one of eight
|l arge tracts of |l and in todayds Chester County
The following map identifies these manors; Springton Manor is #1 on the map.
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Map 1. Manors in Chester County, adapted from Wallace Township Historical Atlas: A Collection of Local Maps
1692-1998, p. 4. Springton Manor is shaded.
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Asitturnedout, Penndés descendants deci ded ,hobsetdefherand t he
By the mid-18" century, immigrants began to settle on the manors. The earliest warrants were
issued to settlers in the 1740s. A map dated 1788 identifies the warrants and the early settlers

on each parcel. The relevant portion of the map is reproduced below, with the subject tract
shaded.

Map 2. Detail of the 1788 Springton Manor map, showing the early settlers. Properties south and west of the
heavy line were within Springton Manor.

The study area, and the entire Springton Manor, was located within Nantmeal Township when
it was formed in 1722. In 1739, Nantmeal Township was divided into East and West Nantmeal
Townships, and the study area (along with the entire Manor) was located in West Nantmeal
Township. In 1789, Honey Brook Township was carved out of West Nantmeal Township, and it
incorporated part of the western reaches of Springton Manor. The bulk of the Manor, and the



